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SEGURITY INFORMATION
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
L Merch 1953
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENGE

1. The pessing of Stalim will remove an autoorat who,
vhile ruthlese anxi determined to spread Soviet powsy, was
not recklesss Furthermors, he was scutely oconscious both
of the neaessity to provide & strong industrial bass for
rilitary power, and of the oxistenc® of sush a base in the
8, Finally, he wes ableto impose his caution ofi sll agents
of the USSRo .

20 It would be msafe to assums that Stalins
sugoessors will have his caution, his respact for the power
potential of the U8, or his control over all agents of the
USSR

35 Probsbly there will be no immadiate externsl evi-
dance either of digssension within the ruling group in the
USSR or of & shift im Soviet foreign policys

Lho Nevertheless, in ths course of the next few months
there may be a struggle for power within the Soviet hierarchy
and/or a shift of Soviet foreign policy uiich might result
in reckless courses of action95XxX1A5a1

SHERMAN KENT
Assistant Direotor
Nationsl Estimstes
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